THE  CORONATION  OATH
Papa, you are not half happy enough [she said]; so many of the
Dutch have fallen, and so few of our English!
Slowly the King repeated to himself his daughter's words; and
then, ' as if awakened from a reverie,' rebuked her.
Remember, Augusta, there are just as many widows and orphans
as if they were all English!
On October ipth the King wrote to Bishop Richard Hurd of
Worcester who was a very dear friend of the" Royal Family:
The valour of the Navy never shone more than in the late glorious
action off Camperdown, on the Dutch coast, and I trust its effects
will render our enemies more humble, and that while my subjects
praise the conduct of the officers and sailors, that they will render
thanks, where most due, who has crowned their endeavours with
success. I feel this last sentiment so strongly, that I proposed to
order a Thanksgiving on the occasion, in which I mean to join, in
consequence of the success over the Dutch, the two memorable
battles of Earl Howe over the French, and the Earl of St Vincent over
the Spaniards.
On December ipth, therefore, the King and Queen, followed by
members of their numerous family, went in state to St Paul's.
They were attended by the great Officers of State, Lords and
Commons, the chief captains of the Navy who chanced to be in
Home ports, detachments of marines and sailors. Duncan bore
aloft de Winter's flag: Sir Alan Gardiner, the French banner
taken by Howe on June ist, 1794. The streets were lined with
people; and as the procession, demonstrative of a nation's power,
went by they cheered and cheered again. But Pitt was greeted
with hisses and cat-calls: Fate had reserved for him the position
of the most unpopular man in the King's dominions.
george had always taken a keen interest in Irish affairs. The
lawlessness which prevailed in that unhappy island, it is true,
offended his sense of decency and order; but he was not always
certain that the fault lay with Irishmen. This does not mean that
George was pro-Irish: on the contrary, his oudook was governed
by those prejudices from which Englishmen, in their dealings
with Ireland, seemed quite incapable of escaping; but his owrj
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